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[Claim for Temporary Quarters Allovance). E-188650. Octobser 18,
1977. 2 pp.

Decision re: Richard Bockover; by FRobert P. Keller, Acting
Comptroller General.

Issue ?rea: Personnel Hanagement and Compensation: Compensation
(30%) .

Contact: Office of the General Counsel: Civilian Personnel.

Budget Function: General Government: Central Personnel
Management {(805}).

organizaticn Cencerned: Administrative Office ¢f the United
States Cour4s.

Authority: 5 U.S.C. E£724a(a) (3). F.T.R. (FEMR 101-7), para.
2-5.2. P.7?.R. (FENR 101-7}, para. 2-1.%a(1)(a). P.T.R. (FPHER
101-7), para. 2-6.2hL.

John R. Breslin, an Authorized Ce.c¢ifying Ufficer of
the Administrative Office cf the 0.S. Courts, requested an
advance decision with regard to the claim of an employee for
temporary quarters allowance in connection with a change of
official duty station., The employee, upon learning of his
impending transfer, took a short-tera lease rather than a
12-wonth leasc on a new apartment for the 3 mcanths priox to tis
rransfer. The claim for temporary gquarters allcwance at the old
duty station wae denied since the eaployee 1id not vacate <the
gquariers in which he was residing at the time the transfer was
authorized. fAuthor/ScC)
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THR COMPTROLLER QENERAL
OF THE UNITELD BTYATES

WABHINGTON, Q.¢. #03a8

FILE: B-188650 DATE: o0Oétober-18, 1977

MATTER OF: Richard Bockover - Claim for temzorary quarters
allowance

DIGEST: Employee, upon laarning of impomiing

trausfer, tcok short-term lease rather
than 12-month loase on new apartment

for 3 months prior to trinaier,

Cluim for temporary quarters allowance
at old duty station is denied aince
employee Gld not vacate quarters in
which he was residing at time tranafer
was authorized as required under Federa:
Travel Regu.ations,.

This action 1is in response to a request fir an advance
dieision from John: R. Breslin, an authorized certifying officer
of the Aduinistrative Office of the United States Courts, con~
cerning the claim of Mr. Richard Bockover, a United Statea Pro-
vation Officer, for temporary quarters alluwance in counzction
with & change of offictal duty stations.

'The record indicates that on June 17, 1976, Mr. Bockover was
authorized reimbursement for'relocation expenses incurred in his
transfet from Chizago, Iliinois, ‘o Freeport, Illinoia, effec-
tive Julyté, 1976, It appears, however, that Mr. Bockover moved
his residence on March 27, 1976, frem Downers Giove. Illinois, to
Woodridge, Illinois. The administrative report states that unon
his learning of the impending transfer ir late Mazch, Mr. Bockover
had attempted to extend his lease at the residence al Nowners
Grove, but, failing that, he enterad into a 3-month leage at the
residence in Woodridge for which he paid a $25 premium per month.
Mr. Bockover moved again on July.1l, 1976, to his new duty station,
and he has claimed temporary quartera allowance for the 30-day
period preceding his move from Woodridge to his new duty station,
His c¢laim was denied administrativelv since, in the view of the
certifying officer, Mr. Bockover had intended to move to the
Woodridge residence prior to notification of the transfer.

Upon filing a2 reclaim voucler, Mr., Bockover states thst he
took a short-term lease at the Woodridge residence " * * * to

_save the Government from paying nine months rent # * #", and he
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acknowleiges that ths $25 prrafum for the short-term lesse does
not qualify as an expense in the settlement of an unexpired leaase
under the Federal Travel Regulations,

The suthority for reimbursement of subsistence expenses whilu
occupying temporary quar:-ers is contained in § U,S.C, 5724a(a)(?)
(1970), and the implement'ng regulations, the Federal Travel
Regulations (FTR) {FPMR 101-7) (May 1973). The pertinaat pxo-
visions of pavra. 2-5.2 of vhe FTR provide as followa:

" e, What constitiites temporary quarters,
The term °'temporary quarters' refers to any
lodging obtained from private or commercial sources
to be occupied temporarily by the employee or
members of his immediate family who have vacatad
the residence quarters in which they were resid-
ing at rhe time the transfer was authorized,

" e. Time to begin occupancy., The use of
tempovary quarters for subsistence expense pur- |
poaes under these provisions may begin as soon i
as the employee's transfer has been authorized,
and the written agreemént required in 2-1,5a(1)
hiy been signed., * # & "

It is clear from the above-cited provisions of the FTR that
Mr, Bockover is uot eligible for temporary quarters allowance '
while residing i{in Woodridge since the record indicates that his

transfer was not authorized until May 27, 1976, and he did not

sign the sarvice agreement required under PTR para, 2-1.5a(1)(a)

untf]l July 6, 1976, In addition we note that Mr. Bockover did

not vacate his permanent quarters at his old duty station in

which he was residing at the time the transfer was authorized,

Mr. Bockover has, in essence, incurred an additional expense of

$75 ($25 premium for 3 months) in an effort to reduce the Sovern-

ment's possible 1iability for lease tnrmination expenses., See

FTR para. 2-6.2h. Unfortunataly, there is no authority to reim-

burse Mr, Bockover for this additional expense,

Accordingly, the vuvucher may not be certified for payment,
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